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Thank you for your participation in the DefINe trial. Please do not hesitate to 

contact the research team if you have any questions about any aspect of the trial. 

   (add-tr.mitoteam@nhs.net) 

If you consent, we may also collect optional research blood samples at your onsite visits. These 

samples will be stored securely, and specialised analysis will be carried out to answer further research 

questions. The purpose of this research is to understand how iron affects the immune system and if 

changing iron levels in the body changes how the immune system works. If you agree, any leftover 

samples will be stored for future research that has been approved by ethical guidelines.

If you notice any signs of infection, it is very important to report this to the trial team so we can take action, if 

required. This may include performing extra blood tests.

As a participant in the DefINe trial, you will be having regular blood tests. These are once a week for the first 3 months and then 

every 2 weeks after that. This is to make sure you are safe whilst taking the study medication. One of the possible side effects of 

Deferiprone is that it can lower the number of white blood cells, called neutrophils, in your blood. This happens in less than 10% of 

people. Since neutrophils help your body fight infections, it is important to regularly check your full blood count. 

Some of the blood tests will also check your liver function, kidney function, and zinc levels. The doctors will 

review all the test results, and we will let you know if there are any issues.
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